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The Directors of the Eaſt-Ind 
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Company, 
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F ROM 


General IAMES STUART. 
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G E N TLEM E N, 

0 N Friday the 16th inſtant 1 ve the honour to receive the Letter 
of that dare from your ſecretary Mr. Morton, wrote by your | 
command in anſwer to mine of the 27th May. 

At the ſame time I was favoured with the Papers nd to in Mr. 
Morton's Letter ; for which communication I beg leave to return you 
my very ſincere. thanks. | 

On the peruſal of the Letter with which you have are me, I 
aſſure you, Gentlemen, that I was much mortified at your ſeeming 
diſapprobation of the ſtyle and manner of the- requiſitions which I took 
the liberty of making. Permit me, therefore, to ſay in general, that it 
was my intention, as it was my duty, to avoid offence, and to teſtify 

every degree of reſpect.— l have been unfortunate if that intention has 
not been properly executed, but I really flattered myſelf that I had 
made my Letter, and the requeſts it contained, as unexceptionable as 
poſſible ; and I beg leave only to add, that if you had done me the 
honour to point out any expreſſions that were improper, my *pology 


| ſhould have been ſtill more particular, 
I hope you will reſt aſſured, that if any i ſhould ever 1 


from me, that might even ſeem to be wanting in deference, it can 
| proceed only from that anxiety and earneſtneſs which are the unavoid- 
able conſequences of my preſent and peculiar ſituation, and not from 
any diſreſpect or diffidence towards thoſe in whoſe ſervice I have had, 
J hope not undeſervedly, the honour to be employed. 


A2 | | Under 
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Under the protection of this apology I flatter myſelf, Gentlemen, 
chat 1 may be owed | to ae to you without offence, that he 


The 854 to which I allude is this : 
| You are pleaſed to obſerve by Mr. Morton's Letter, © that you can- 
* not refrain from expreſſing your ſurprize at my /o ſolemnly declaring 
„ myſelf ignarant of the cauſes which produced my diſmiſſion from the 
4 ſervice of the Company in India, the ſubſequent arreſt of my per- 
ee ſon, and the meaſures afterwards adopted to ſend me from Madras 
e to England.” | 
It is further ſaid in the Letter, that © you obſerve that the charges of 
* miſcondu@ were made in Minutes of Lord Macartney preſident of 
the Select Committee, replied to in Minutes by myſelf, who appeared 
| “ to have been prefent in perſon when. the motion for CT me 
« from the ſervice had paſſed, &c.” 
j | Buy thefe paragraphs you ſeem to think I had aſferted that no inform- 
ation was communicated, and no reaſons whatever were aſſigned to 
me by the Select Committee for any part of their conduct towards me; 
| and particularly, that I had afferted or infnuated my ignorance of that 
? Minute of Lord Macartney (of the 17th September 1783), which ſtated 
| what he was pleafed to call his reafons for the meafure of difmiffing 
me from the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company. 

If indeed I had been capable of making ſuch affertion, gw 
tended ignorance of papers which were in my poſſeſſion, and what is 
more, which J was certain yow Inet to he in my poſſeſſion, I ſhall 
readily admit that there would not only have been reafon for your 
exprefling furprize at fuch conduct, but that you would have been well 
entitled to have employed the fevereſt terms in the expreſſion of your 
indignation ; the diſingenuity of ſuch. an attempt on my part could 
only 
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| 4 have been "_ by the * and palpable folly and abfardity 
of it, 
For, at the very time when I addreſſed to you my Letter of the 2th 
May, I knew with perfect certainty, that the evidence of my having 
received upon the 25th of September a copy of Lord Macartney's 
Minute of the 17th of that Month, was not only in the poſſeſſion of 
the Select Committee at Madras, and of the Supreme Council in 
Bengal, but that it was likewiſe in your poſſeſſion at the India Houſe, 
in conſequence of my earneſt requifition. to both theſe Governments 
that they ſhould forthwith tranſmit to you copies of every paper con- 
cerning me, and of every letter that had paſſed in correſpondence be- 
tween the Select Committee and me in the months of September and 
October laſt; which papers I actually knew were accordingly tranſ- 
mitted, and had been received at the India Houſe even in duplicates 
and triplicates.. 

I knew perfectly that the 8 and papers which you 
had thus received, and particularly my Letters to the Select Com- 
mittec of the 25th and zoth of September, aſcertained preciſely what | 
papers and information I had received, and what I had not received: 
that they confirmed, on the one hand, my aſſertion with regard to the 
ſtate of ignorance in which I was kept as to the cauſes and motives of 
the perſonal outrages I had ſuffered; and, on the other hand, con- 
tained the moſt explicit and direct acxnowledgment of my having 
received a copy of the Preſident's Minute of the 17th September, 
ſtating the reaſons which he was N to aſſign for wy diſmiſſion 
from the ſervice. 
Aſter this, to have endeavoured, by aſſertion or 1 on my 
part, to convey to you, Gentlemen, an impreſſion that I had never 
ſeen that Minute, or that I was ignorant of the contents of it, would 
have been an attempt that nothing ſhort of a ſtate of inſanity could 


have juſtified. : 
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The complaints | in my Letter to you of the 27th of May, 8 
the. age of information, and my ſolemn declaration, did not relate 
to the ſtep taken by the Select Committee on the 15th of September, 


_ in diſmiſſing me from the ſervice, but merely to the acts of violence 


and outrage which ſucceeded that meaſure, —acts which had no neceſ- 
fary connection with the diſmiſſion, which will require quite another 


oy of juſtification, and ſtand UPOP grounds totally ſeparate and 


I cannot help perſuading myſelf, Gentlemen, that, on a re- peruſal of 
my Letter, it will appear evident to what points my declaration of 
total ignorance does apply, and to what it does 2 apply; to what 


objects it extended, and to what objects it was confined. 


It did not extend to my receiving 10 information of the motives 
which Lord Macartney had aſſigned for diſmiſſing me from the ſervice : 
Theſe motives, in ſo far as they had been imperfectly ſpecified in his 
Minute of the 17th of September, were not only known to me, but 
had been anſwered by me in a paper of conſiderable length, intitled, 
State of Fats, purpoſely and profeſſedly wrote in anſwer to the 
charges of diſobedience of orders or miſconduct, alleged in Lord 
Macartney's Minute, which State of Facts was accompanied with an 
Appendix, that contained a copy of that very Minute, with my mar- 
ginal comments upon it, and was delivered in by me to the Select 
Committee at Madras, on the 1oth day of October laſt ; a duplicate 
of it was alſo ſent to the Supreme Council at Bengal ; and both theſe 
Governments were earneſtly requeſted by me, to take the firſt oppor- 


tunity of forwarding that paper to the Court of Directors. 


But why I was arreſted and confined as a priſoner, why I was 
not ſuffered to continue in the ſettlement, even though I had offered 


' ſecurity for the preſervation of the public peace; why I was forcibly 


embarked, and ordered to proceed to England, and that too on board 
+ ip which had little Ry of reaching England—Theſe are the 
points 


1 


points on which I declared myſel if ignorait, and on. which L again repeat 
my ſolemn declaration, that I had no information whatſoever, notwith= 


ſtanding repeated efforts on my part to obtain from the Select Com- 
mitte ſome preciſe ſpecific anſwers on thoſe points. C 


That my declaration in the Letter of che 27th of May related folety 
to the perſonal outrages which had been committed againſt me, is ſtill 
further evident, from the expreſſions made uſe of in that part of the 
Letter itſelf, where outraget is the only word with which my declara- 
tion ſtands connected but if there could be any ambiguity in that 
phraſe, the three paragraphs which immediately precede that which 
contains the declaration, muſt ſerve to put the matter beyond a doubt; 
particularly that paragraph which contains an enumeration of the vari- 
ous ſeverities and ene complained of, and which N with theſe 
words: 


Neither the perſons who violently ſeized me at my 1 Houſe 
© on Choultry Plain, nor thoſe who ara me aims. in the eur 


«* at Madras,” &c. | 35 ö 5 1 


In this enumeration, and” with with my declaration dont wing 
totally uninformed, ſtands ſingly and inſeparably connected, there is 
not one word ſaid about the act of diſmiſſing me from the ſervice, 
for that act was felt to be of a very different deſcription from the aut 
rage of depriving me of my liberty; and the ſame paragraph which 
contains the enumeration ſhews in expreſs words, that my complaint, 
for want of information, was ſpecifically confined to. the grounds and 
pretences for the outrages and the 4% of my liberty. — The words are, 
When I applied to the Government at Madras for their charges 
* againſt me, and for the grounds and pretences under which they | 
* acted, in depriving me of my perſonal liberty, I never was able to 
obtain any ſatisfaction on thoſe points,” &c. 


I have thus endeavoured to ſatisfy you, Gen with "ARG 


to the. true conſtruction of my W and of the ſolemn declaration 
winch 
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which it Le; and 1 flatter myſelf, that I have ſucceeded in 
_ eſtabliſhing two things:—1ſ, That from the nature and circumſtances 


of the caſe itfelf, it was impoſſible my declaration could have any 


other meaning than that which I have ſtated :>-2dly, That the expreſ- 


fions uſed in making that declaration, eſpecially when connected with 
the paragraphs which immediately preceded it, fixed and aſcertained 
beyond a doubt its true extent, and ſhewed that it related ſolely to the 


unknown motives and cauſes of the perſonal outrages, particularly the 


unwarrantable violence in depriving me of liberty ; but that it had no 
reference or relation whatſoever to my not * informed of the 
reaſons given for my diſmiſſion from the ſervice. 


It remains for me only to requeſt your indulgence for the unavoid- 


able length of this explanation.—The duty which I owe both to you 


and to myſelf has made me feel it as a matter of ſerious importance, 


that I ſhould remove the imputation, or even the ſuſpicion of conceal- 
ing from you the receipt of information which I had actually received; 


which concealment muſt have been as fooliſh as unjuſtifiable, becauſe 


it could not poſſibly have anſwered any purpoſe, but to draw upon me 


the imputation of pops: to haraſs, you with unneceſſary or ill- 


founded applications. 
To avoid the poſſibility of any future miſtakes, I ſhall here bh leave 
to mention explicitly what part of the contents of the papers with 


which you have now been pleaſed to favour me, had been communi- 
cated, or withheld by the Select Committee at Madras. 

The papers which accompanied your Secretary's letter are five in 
number, v2. 

No. 1. 8 of the Preſident and Select Comets of Madras 


upon Major General Stuart's diſmiſſion. 17th September 1783. 
No. 2. Reſolutions and Orders of the Select Committee for the Arreſt 
of Seco en Stuart. 17th September 1783. 


No. 3. 


E 9] 


No. 3. Lieutenant Gomond's Report of his nn the Orders for 
the Arreſt. | 

No. 4. Reſolutions of t the Select Committee, dated 23d September 
1783, for ſending Major General Stuart to England. 

No. 5. Inſtructions for that purpoſe given by the Select en 
to the Town Major, and to the Captain of che THI dated 13th 


October 1783. 


Theſe papers I have carefully peruſed; and that it may be known 
with certainty which of them contain Information that is entirely new 
to me, I now venture to aſſure you with great confidence, that neither 
the papers No. 2, 3, 4, and 5, nor the information they contain, ever 
were communicated to me, either by the Select Committee, or by any 
perſon whatſoever, though I often required ſuch Information, both 
from the Committee, and from thoſe who carried their orders into 
execution. In proof of this aſſertion, I appeal to the whole of my 
Correſpondence (now in your poſſeſſion at the India Houſe) between 
the SeleA Committee and me in the months of September and October 
laſt, and particularly to my letter to them of the 3oth of September. 

It is by your favour, Gentlemen, that I have now, for the firſt 


time, been indulged with the peruſal of papers which ſo nearly con- 


cern me, and which afford me the frſt certain information that I have 
ever received of the grounds on which the Preſident and Select Com- 
mittee at Madras had proceeded in the meaſure of depriving me of my 
perſonal liberty, and in the ſubſequent acts of violence; and on that 


account I feel it to be peculiarly incumbent on me to expreſs my fincere 


thanks to you for the communication Papony e ſuch mate- 


rial and authentic information. 
With regard to the Paper No. 1, which ſtates the proceedings of 


the 17th September, relating to my diſmiſſion from the ſervice, the 


information contained in Lord Macartney's Minute, which makes 
part of theſe proceedings, is not new to me; but the contents of that very 
W | — "PAPEE 
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paper * and proved the neceſſity of my applying for . 


and fuller information, even with regard to the reaſons given for my 


diſmiſhon from the ſervice. 


If I can fatisfy you, Gentlemen, that this is a true and ved repre- 


ſentation of the caſe, it muſt tend equally to juſtify the application [I 
have already made, and to ſupport that which I am going to make, 
and therefore I muſt beg leave to point out to you in what reſpects the 
communication afforded to me was incomplete and imperfe& even on 
the ſubje& of the diſmiſſion; in doing which, it will be neceffary to 
ſtate, but as briefly as poſſible, the circumſtances under which that 
communication was granted. : | 

The Minute of Lord Macartney, the Preſident, which was the foun- 
dation on which the reſolution for my diſmiſſion from the ſervice, was 
rapidly taken on the 17th of September, was, 7 admit, read over in my 
preſence that day, but without either ſupplying me with a copy of it, 
or ſuffering me to have any opportunity to anſwer it, till long after the 


reſolution for my diſmiſſion had been completely carried into effect. 


The fact is, that on the morning of the 17th September I was ſum- 


moned, as uſual, to a meeting of the Select Committee on military 
affairs, to he held that day at noon, but without any manner of inti- 
mation of what was intended at that meeting, and without my having 
any ſuſpicion of it. 


Lord Macartney entered the Council Room at One © dock, and 


ſoon after pulled out of his pocket the ready prepared Minute, of con- 
ſiderable length, which was read in my preſence. 
Being totally unprepared for this unexpected attack, I RE to 


have a copy of the Minute, and inſiſted that nothing ſhould be done 


upon it until I ſhould have an opportunity of giving in an Anſwer to 


that elaborate paper which attacked me fo perſonally. 


This requeſt was poſitively refuſed; and the few words which I had 


time to n. in the very ſhort interval between the reading of the 
Preſident's 
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Preſident 8 Minute, and the vote for diſmiſſion, were . diſ- 
regarded. 


As the operations 1 al pe- very little time indeed 


was ſpent in deliberation; for immediately after reading the Minute, 


the vote for my diſmiſſion was put and carried by what is called the 


unanimous reſolution of the Select Committee; that is to ſay, the reſo- 


lution of Lord Macartney, Mr. Sadler, Mr. Davidſon, and Mr. Williams. 
From the Preſident's entering the room at One o'clock to the con- 


eluſion, the whole time conſumed in reading the Minute, in delibe- 


ration, and in voting a reſolution which was to deprive me of the 
command of the army, and to diſmiſs me from the ſervice, did not 
not exceed 28 minutes. 

It was not till the 25th of September, winn | had been nine days a 


priſoner, that a copy of the Preſident's Minute of the 17th, was, upon 


my repeated applications, furniſhed to me ; but even then they refuſed 


giving me any copy of the proceedings of the Select Committee, in 


conſequence of the Preſident's Minute ; neither did I receive from any 


quarter, till now, a copy of theſe proceedings. 


In the Preſident's Minute communicated to me, which was profeſſedly 
drawn up for the purpoſe of criminating me, by an inveſtigation of my 


conduct during many months, and for the purpoſe of juſtifying the 
meaſure. refolved upon, of diſmiſſing me from the ſervice, Lord Mac- 


artney, after enumerating various caſes in which he alleged that I 
had been guilty of diſobedience to the orders of Government, concludes 
that enumeration by a reference to inſtances of diſobedience of orders, 
not ſpecified in the Minute itſelf, but of which he was to give a par- 
ticular detail in his diſpatches to the Court of Directors. The words 
in his Minute are: © And in various other cafes of which the Com- 
< mittee have too ſtrong a remembrance to render the detail neceſſary 


** to them, but ſhall be n in the di e to the Court of 
bas Dire&ors.” 
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It was this paragraph in the Preſident's Minute, and the knowledge 1 
had from different quarters, that the detail thus announced had actually 
been ſent to the Court of Directors by Lord Macartney, that made me 
deſirous, at the time of addreſſing to you my Letter of the 29th May, 
to obtain communication, not only of the cauſes and motives of the 
perſonal outrages which had been totally concealed from me, but alſo to 
obtain information of every thing that Lord Macartney had ſent home, 
even on the ſubject of my diſmiſſion. 
With this view I mentioned, in the beginning of my Ls of the 27th 
May, that it was neceſſary © I ſhould have communication / the ac- 
counts ſent home to you from India, ſpecifying the grounds on which 
the Preſident and Select Committee thought themſelves authorized 
to diſmiſs. me not only from the Command in Chief of the Com- 
« pany s troops, and from my ſeat in the Select nie IP alſo 
from the Command in Chief of the King's troops.” 
The very object of this requeſt in my Letter of the 27th May, - was 
to reach that narrative or account ſent home by Lord Macartney, which | 
. had been formally announced in his Minute, and in which I was well 
1 informed, that he had ſtated to the Court of Directors, at great length, 
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1 | his accuſations againſt me. 

ll | This requeſt for the communication 95 che account or letter thus ſent 

j | | home by Lord Macartney to the Court of Directors I beg leave now 

lf 3 | to repeat; and I hope, Gentlemen, that in every point of view it 

ji = will appear to you reaſonable that ſuch communication ſhould be 

" [ 1ſt, Becauſe by the reference in Lord Macartney' s Minute to various 4 | 
1 caſes not ſpecified, and in which he alleged that I had diſobeyed the I 
Il orders of Government, he himſelf has eſtabliſhed a neceſſary connec- 9 
| | tion between his Minute, in which no mention was made of the par- 3 
i | ticulars of theſe caſes, and the Narrative or Account ſent home by him 3 
. | to the Court of Directors, in which he engaged to ſpecify the particular = 
4 —- detail of theſe inſtances of diſobedience of orders. | | 3 
18 5 1 3 8 
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If I was juſtly entitled to have a Copy of the Minute itſelf, I appre- 
hend I muſt be equally well intitled to have a copy of the detailed 
Account or Letter referred to in that Minute; the object of both was 
to criminate me, and to fix upon me, from various ſpecific inſtances, a 
charge of diſobedience of orders; but the information conveyed by 
the one is evidently incomplete, without my having the benefit alſo of 
that contained in the other ; and Una in effect i is admitted by Lord Mac- 
artney himſelf. ET 2 | 

2dly, The neceſſity of this communication of Lord Macattney' s Letter, 
founded on the reference to it in his own Minute, is ſtill further 
fortified and confirmed by the nature and cireumſtances of the caſe 
itſelf in other reſpects: The charge of diſobedience to the orders of 
government is a very ſerious charge, and has been made the ground or 
pretence of a very ſevere and very mortifying meaſure, that of de- 
priving me of the Chief Command of the Company's Forces, and of 
diſmiſſing me altogether from the ſervice. It is not poſſible for me to 
give a complete anſwer to this charge, nor to remove the impreſſions 
which ſuch repreſentations of my conduct may have made upon your 
minds to my prejudice, unleſs I am furniſhed with the particulars of 
all the inſtances in which my acculers pretend that I have been guilty 
of ſuch diſobedience ; it is impoſſible to give a particular anſwer to 
imputations contained in a paper which is not communicated, and 
which are referred to only in n terms in the paper which is com- 


municated. 
However neceſſary what I now aſk may be, for enabling me to ſupply 


you with that complete juſtification of myſelf which it may be my 
duty to ſubmit to your conſideration, when once I have learnt the total 
extent of the charges againſt me; yet I beg leave to aſſure you, 
Gentlemen, that I am far from wiſhing to put you under any difficul- 
ties, by aſking for letters or papers which may contain other matters 
than thoſe which immediately concern me, or matters which you may 
judge improper to be communicated. Jo fatisfy you of the ſincerity 
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f | of that diſpoſition, while I wiſh anxiouſly for the knowledge of every 
thing that has been written by Lord Macartney in which I am ever ſo 
remotely concerned, yet I am very willing that my requeſt for the 
communication of the accounts ſent home by his Lordſhip ſhall be re- 

ſtricted to ſuch parts as you ſhall judge material for enabling me to 
make my defence or juſtification complete. | 

I am further encouraged to hope for ſucceſs in this requeſt, from a 
very favourable paragraph in your letter, in which you have been 
pleaſed to inform me, That whenever I ſhould think it neceſſary to 

—. « apply for any other ſpecific papers, you would take my application 

* into conſideration, with every diſpoſition to a reaſonable compliance 

1 « with my requeſts. 

| For this very obliging intimation I feel myſelf much indebted, and 

= beg leave to return my moſt grateful and ſincere acknowledgments ; and 

5 to affure you that I have the honour be at all times, with great 
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= . | GENTLEMEN,- 


| ARLINGTON-STREET, Your moſt faithful and 
July 26, 1784. 
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obedient humble ſervant, 
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(Signed) JAMES STUART, _ 
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